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The Context
Lola ya Bonobo’s mission is to assure the conservation and welfare of bonobos (Pan paniscus).  Our main method has been to have the orphan bonobos act as ambassadors who excite and educate the public (particularly in Kinshasa) about one of their two closest living relatives.  Our efforts at education have consistently helped convince people of the value of bonobos and the need to protect them for future generations.   
Researchers can play an important role in helping Lola ya Bonobo meet both its conservation and welfare goals.  People protect what they respect and people respect what they understand.  Researchers can help us understand more about the hidden details of bonobo life and this understanding can then be used to catch the imagination of all ages.   When people learn fascinating facts about bonobo life that careful research uncovers, people want to protect bonobos.  Therefore, Lola ya Bonobo welcomes researchers since your findings provide another powerful tool for educators to use in order to capture the minds and hearts of the future friends of the bonobo. 

The Process

Given the importance of research in promoting understanding and protection of bonobos, one of the objectives of our association is to facilitate non-invasive research at Lola ya Bonobo.  However, while research may complement our goals, research remains secondary to the Sanctuary’s primary objectives – the welfare of our bonobos and conservation education.  As such, given the number of demands for research at Lola ya Bonobo, the only bonobo Sanctuary in the world, the following process has been designed to ensure that research is productive but at the same time as non-intrusive to the Sanctuary’s work as possible:
All researchers must submit an application to conduct research at Lola ya Bonobo, with reviews of research applications conducted four times a year, on or about 15 January, 15 April, 15 July and 15 October.  The application procedure allows us to coordinate the timing of different research projects while functioning as our main mechanism for quality control. We have many requests from students and researchers and we use the application procedure to ensure that researchers who visit have a chance to accomplish their own research goals and that these goals complement and do not conflict with those of the Sanctuary and other researchers.  
1) First, your application will be reviewed by the Sanctuary management and the scientific coordinator (Brian Hare) for whether 1) the project is feasible, 2) the timing works with the management’s schedule and that of researchers already accepted for visits and 3) the project does not overlap with previously accepted research projects.   
2) Second, your application will be reviewed by members of our scientific committee (and potentially an outside reviewer) on the grounds of the scientific merit of your proposed project (much like a grant or manuscript review).  Based on these reviews, the scientific coordinator will then make a final recommendation to the management on whether your project is of sufficient scientific merit (e.g. will likely lead to a peer-reviewed publication) and will suggest the level of financial support that is believed will be necessary in order to compensate the Sanctuary and support the researchers in country.  
3) The management will then review this recommendation, the funding available to the researcher, other qualifications (Africa experience, language skills, captive ape experience, history as a non-invasive researcher, etc.) and notify you of their final decision.  This review process is estimated to last up to three months.  
If accepted, researchers will be required to sign a memorandum of understanding (MOU) that explicitly states what help they can expect from the Sanctuary and what the Sanctuary will expect from the researcher.  In addition, this MOU will spell out to both parties what fees will be required and the schedule of payment.  Researchers will also be responsible for getting research approval for their projects from the Ministry of Research before they begin.  Finally, you will be required to sign and abide by a liability, confidentiality, media and research behavior clause. 
Unfortunately not all research projects can be accepted due to feasibility in-country, funding available to researchers, or the fact that other researchers may have already or may be about to conduct similar projects as those proposed. In addition, not all projects will be deemed of sufficient scientific interest to justify the extra work that any research entails for the Sanctuary.  However, all efforts will be made to accommodate those projects deemed to be feasible and of high scientific quality.  
Standard fees associated with Research

If your proposal is accepted and you are invited to conduct research at Lola ya Bonobo you will be required to pay: 

1) Research fees, which will vary based on the kind of research proposed and the level of support required of staff or management (knowing that we would give preference to projects that do not require much staff support – the current staff already has a full schedule without additional responsibilities associated with the needs of researchers). 

2) Lodging fees at the Sanctuary, as well as food and all other actual costs related to your stay (transportation to and from the airport, lodging while in town, etc.). These fees are standard for all students, researchers and other visitors at Lola ya Bonobo.  They apply equally to all members of the research team.
Therefore, you need to explain how you plan to fund your research and what funding you potentially have available.  Some projects may not be accepted due to lack of funds on the part of the researcher or student.  If your project is accepted, you must wire-transfer the required funding to Lola ya Bonobo at least one month before the proposed study period.
Application – Content 
All researchers applying to work at Lola ya Bonobo must submit a detailed research proposal, a C.V. and an applicant information form, to be evaluated by the management, scientific advisory board and staff.  All documents should be submitted via email to research_lolayabonobo@yahoo.fr.  Applications may be sent at any time, but will be reviewed quarterly starting on the above-mentioned dates (thus, applications must be received before the review date to be considered in that round). 
Research Proposal
The proposal should be of the same professional quality as that expected by any granting agency or peer-reviewed journal. The proposal should not exceed 10 double spaced pages (12 point font & 2 cm margins) and must include the following information: 
I. Rationale

1) A clearly stated question(s) the researcher hopes to answer

2) Testable hypotheses that suggest potential answers to the question(s)

3) Testable predictions that will allow the researcher to decide which hypothesis is supported.  
II. Method

1) The individuals that you hope to study (number, age and sex class)

2) An estimate of how long (how many days during your trip and for how long each day) you will need any one individual
3) An estimate of the type and amount of help you will need daily from care giving staff.  
4) The material you will use (in particular what may need to be purchased or built at the sanctuary) 
5) The procedure and design of the research project

6) The dependent measure and statistical analysis that will be used.   
III. Benefits to Bonobos

In addition to the conventional proposal information, we also request all applicants to state explicitly how their research will benefit Lola ya Bonobo Sanctuary, the Sanctuary’s bonobos and bonobos more generally (e.g. wild bonobos). Therefore, your research application must also answer the following three questions:   

1) How will your research benefit wild bonobos? 
2) How will your research benefit the bonobos of Lola ya Bonobo?

3) How will your research benefit the Sanctuary? 

Researcher Information

Please provide a C.V. and publication list in addition to filling out the questionnaire below.  If you are a student, you will need two letters of reference from your academic advisors. Your C.V. should include details of your education, current and previous funding levels, and a list of your publications.  
Additional Question for Lola ya Bonobo Management
The Sanctuary was not initially intended to host researchers on a formal basis.  However, over time there has been an increasing demand from researchers to utilize the unique resources at Lola ya Bonobo for research.  We have hosted researchers at all levels and from the finest institutions all over the world including: Harvard University, Kyoto University, The Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Saint Andrews University and many more. Overall hosting researchers and their students has been a net benefit for the Sanctuary, but our experience has led us to recognize that hosting researchers does require significant effort from the Sanctuary staff and management.  
Therefore we are requesting you to answer the questions listed below, which we have learned are diagnostic of the level of support that will be necessary to host you successfully (Your responses are not included in the 10 page limit of your research application.)  Once we have a sense of the level of time and effort that you will need, we can recommend the financial support that will be required to ensure that you get the help you need to have a successful and safe stay at Lola ya Bonobo.   
1) What is your current position? 
Student:

pre-Ph.D.

Ph.D. candidate
Professional: 

Post-doc

Professor


Other: 
2) If you are currently a student:

Who is your academic advisor(s)? 

What degree are you working on? 
Is your proposed research aimed at helping you complete your degree? 

3) If you are a professional: 

What institution and department are you working for / with? 

What type of appointment do you have?   1)Temporary   2) tenure-track  3) tenured
Do you conduct or collaborate with researchers who conduct invasive research on primates, or have you ever done so in the past? 
Do you conduct or collaborate with researchers who conduct research on primates that are privately owned or used in the entertainment industry, or have you ever done so in the past? 

(If you are unsure of the definitions of “invasive”, “conduct” or “collaborate”, please ask. If you answered YES to either of these questions, please give details and citations of published work that is relevant.)

4) What type of research experience do you have?: 
Have you lived or worked in Africa before and what work did you do?

Have you conducted publishable research in Africa before? 
For what duration of time have you worked in Africa? 

In which countries have you worked? 

Have you conducted research with captive apes before? 

Where have you worked with captive apes and for what period of time? 

5) Experience at Lola ya Bonobo: 

Have you visited or volunteered at Lola ya Bonobo before? 

Have you conducted research at Lola ya Bonobo? 

Did you publish your research from Lola ya Bonobo? 

If not, when will you submit for publication? 

6) Language Proficiency:
What level of proficiency do you speak either French or Lingala?

	

Zero

Basics

Beginner
Conversational
Fluent

	French

	Lingala


Do you have any proof of your language proficiency (standardized tests, course work, recommendation, etc)? 

Have you successfully conducted research in a French speaking country? 

7) First Aid Training: 
What level of first aid training do you have? 

◊  Zero
◊ Introductory Course
◊ Advanced Course

◊ EMT or more
What types of first aid emergencies do you predict you will most likely need to be prepared for? 
8) Medical History
Do you have any medical conditions (allergies, etc.) or disabilities that may require extra care from the sanctuary staff? 

9) Relevant Publications
Have you contributed to research that was conducted in the field (i.e. in a non-laboratory setting; potentially in a country other than you own) and later published?

Have you contributed to research that was published on the topic of animal welfare or conservation? 

Please list the papers: 

10) Grants and Funding

Do you (or your advisor) have a grant for your current research? 
What agency or institution provided you with the funding? 

What level of funding do you currently have? 

What level of funding do you have for your project at Lola ya Bonobo? 

If you do not have funding, where are you planning to apply for funding and at what level? 

11)  Animal Testing Approval
Do you have approval from your institution’s animal welfare committee to conduct your planned research?

If not, when will you obtain this approval?

Annex I: Lola ya Bonobo Sanctuary
Liability, Confidentiality, Research Policy, Media Release Form
Volunteer/Researcher/Visitor Name: 
Home Address: 
Telephone: (       ) 
E-mail: 
NO LIABILITY CLAUSE
I, the undersigned, recognize that Lola ya Bonobo Sanctuary and their agents, are not to be held responsible for any expenses incurred by me during my trip to and/or from or during my stay in the Democratic Republic of Congo, either independent of or whilst with the Project. 

I further acknowledge that Lola ya Bonobo and their agents are hereby exempt from any and all liability and/or financial responsibilities pertaining to health risks and personal injuries connected with my activities during my association with the sanctuary, as well as any losses or damages to my personal property. I understand that I have been accepted as a researcher/visitor and that I have no claims to any type of reimbursement for services that I have provided. 
I understand that there are inherent risks involved with working with captive wildlife, particularly great apes. I have been advised of the risks pertaining to this research/visiting opportunity with the sanctuary and I accept sole responsibility for all risks and expenses. 
I further understand that if Lola ya Bonobo deems that my services are conflictual or no longer needed, they can terminate my volunteer/researcher position at their discretion. Therefore, I understand I must follow all safety and welfare guidelines set out by Lola ya Bonobo Sanctuary as a guest of the sanctuary. This includes cases where planned research must not be conducted or ongoing research must be stopped due to safety or welfare concerns of management or staff. I am also aware that, as a guest, I must earn my right to return on each research trip to the sanctuary by being a team player working to fit the goals of my research into that of the larger Sanctuary missions and daily routine (i.e. being flexible and self sufficient).  Therefore, in case of a conflict that cannot be resolved between myself and management (i.e. inappropriate behavior with bonobos, staff or management such as noncompliance with recommendations relative to the safety and welfare of the bonobos or that of the staff or in case of disrepectful or culturally inappropriate behavior) I understand the Sanctuary has the right to request my early departure with minimum notice or refuse my return to the sanctuary.  

CONFIDENTIALITY CLAUSE
I understand that in the course of working with Lola ya Bonobo, I may have access to confidential information about the sanctuary, their agents and affiliates. I agree that I shall not disclose or otherwise make use of any such confidential information during my time with the sanctuary or at any time thereafter. 

As used in this paragraph, the term "confidential information" shall mean and include all materials, strategies, plans, practices, functions, activities, data, financial information, or other information of Lola ya Bonobo or any of its affiliates which are not known to the general public, including, without limitation, donor/membership lists and information, information and material relating to Lola ya Bonobo campaigns, and information and materials relating to LOLA, or any of its affiliates', strategic or tactical plans and operations, as well as personal information about it’s employees and agents. 

RESEARCH POLICY CLAUSE
I understand that all research and researchers must agree to abide by the followiing research policy: 


1. That all researchers/students wishing to work with the Lola ya Bonobo Sanctuary (LOLA) and those bonobos in its care must not be associated with or participate in invasive research on primates (invasive research being any procedure in which an ape does not volunteer to participate behaviorally or is not done for the purpose of aiding the individual ape in question). In addition, they must not collaborate or participate in any form of research on privately owned primates such as those kept as “pets” or used in the “entertainment industry;” No research who is considered to be an invasive researcher by LOLA should be an author on a paper published with data from the Ngamba Island Chimpanzees Sanctuary.  All authors on such papers must be considered non-invasive researchers by LOLA. 


2 Each behavioural/ ethological study conducted will be approved by the sanctuary management based on its potential as a device to enrich the lives of the bonobos who participate voluntarily. Research protocols should be designed in a way to minimize the overuse of any individual(s) so that voluntary participation can be maintained. Researchers should make all efforts to design their studies in ways that might benefit the welfare or conservation of bonobos; 


3. That the safety and welfare of the sanctuaries’ bonobos and staff is the top priority of LOLA. No research may be undertaken which, in the view of LOLA, compromises the welfare of any of the bonobos.  Therefore management and staff of LOLA have final say on all questions regarding the safety and welfare of the bonobos and the sanctuary staff – even if this means a previously approved projects must be suspended due to unforeseen safety or welfare concerns. 

4. That all research involving biological sampling must only take place during routine health checks and have demonstrable health, conservation or genetic benefits to primate captive management and/or wild population conservation. Research cannot be exploratory nor solely justified on the grounds of human medical benefit; All planned and future uses of biological samples must be made only with the prior knowledge and approval of the sanctuary management – particularly for any new or unforeseen use. 

5. That no laboratory or researcher can infect/inject other animals intentionally / experimentally with infectious agents derived from samples obtained from the sanctuary; or use sanctuary samples for any potentially invasive purpose anytime in the future.  The Sanctuary management must give prior written approval on all future uses of samples, especially those that could in anyway be viewed as invasive purposes. 

Printed Name: 
Signature:                                                                         Date: 
	Witness Signature: (LOLA staff) 

Date: 


To aid in the evaluation of your application and increase the chances of a successful application, informal pre-application inquiries are welcome at research_lolayabonobo@yahoo.fr.
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